Unexpected durability of PKH 26 staining on rat adipocytes.
In a case of autologous mature fat cell transplantation to an individual rat, persistence of adipose staining with PKH26 was detected 14.5 months later. Fluorescent fat cells with spotty surface markings were easily visible. Such a long period of persistence and stability of staining exceeds the expectation from previous reports, and the given half-life of the substance. This finding encourages the use of the dye for long-term follow-up of connective tissue cells, especially adipocytes and preadipocytes, following transplantation.